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POVERTY  AND   PUBLIC   INSULT
1849   T0   1850

THE departure for France took place on the 27th September,
1849, and Rossetti commemorated the occasion of the
journey from London to Folkestone with the following
realistic description of his companion :

Hunt reads Dumas, hard-lipped, with heavy jowl
And brows hung low, and the long ends of hair
Standing out limp. . . .l

The two returned late in October, having made a
thorough exploration of the Louvre, admired Angelico's
Coronation of the Virgin^ Titian's Entombment^ Leonardo da
Vinci's Mona Lisa> and inspected many other works of
importance here and elsewhere. They then visited Brus-
sels, Bruges, Ghent and Antwerp, at the last-named of
which Rubens disappointed them. " We came back,"
writes Hunt, " with richer minds, but without change of
purpose."

Having procured lodgings at 5 Prospect Place, Cheyne
Walk, Hunt resumed his Christians escaping from Druids.
It was at this time that the short-lived Pre-Raphaelite
publication, The Germ, came into being ; and another
event that took place was the discovery, through Walter
Deverell, son of the secretary at the School of Design and
previously a fellow-student with Hunt at the Academy, of
Elizabeth Eleanor Siddal, whom Deverell had seen in the
back workroom of a milliner's shop, and whom he described

1 Family Letters of D.G.R.
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